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In a year that brought uncertainty,  
our hope remained unwavering.

The possibilities of access and 
opportunity are alive and well  
at MDC, thanks to you.



Since 1960, Miami Dade College has stood 
for the learning class. 

With you, we have kept the doors of 
opportunity open to all who seek  
an education. 

2020 changed the way we live, work, learn 
and connect. MDC alumni, students and 
friends rose to the challenge. 

Together, we are creating a brighter future 
for our city – and the world. After all, we are 
all MDC.

With Love, MDC Foundation
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Dear Friends, 

2020 was a year of adapting to change and navigating a new 
world. What started as a short-term response to a crisis turned 
into an opportunity to pull together and care for one another 
through one of the most trying times we have ever witnessed.

As the two of us reflect on the year, we are grateful to you 
for standing by our students and our community when they 
needed you most. Thanks to you, MDC was able to respond 
rapidly at the onset of the pandemic, with programs and aid 
to: support students, help restore the local economy and build 
a stronger Miami. In the pages that follow, we hope you find 
inspiration in the ways your kindness helped MDC students, 
alumni and friends learn, connect, lead and bring comfort.

Each of us has a role to play, and when we work together, we 
can build a world we all want to live in. Leaning into the lessons 
of our 60-year history, MDC has an opportunity to help shape 
the future of the place we call home.

This pandemic has had and will continue to have a significant 
impact on our MDC community. We remain committed to 
taking care of our students. Thank you for standing with us.

In solidarity,

Mark Cole
VP of Advancement &
Executive Director

Alfredo Salas
Board of Directors Chair

Beatrice Louissaint

Nelson R.  
Mezerhane B.

Madeline Pumariega

Dr. Penny Shaffer





51%
first in family to  
go to college

78%
work while in college

22%
have children or  
other dependents



MDC students adapted to new ways of 
learning and connecting.

There isn’t an MDC student untouched 
by the challenges brought on by 
the pandemic. Courses went online, 
commencement was postponed, the 
job market grew unclear and our most 
vulnerable students became even more so.

“For students who were in school, working 
or getting a job when the pandemic hit, 
it was like the rug was pulled out from 
under them,” said Janet Mapp, director of 
MDC Single Stop. Over the course of the 
pandemic, Single Stop fielded more than 
1,400 calls.

They connected students like Yolanda, 
a mother of two who lost her job, and 
Mateo, an aspiring musician in his final 
semester, with food, emergency funds and 
other resources to make ends meet – and 
continue their education. Yolanda found 
a new job and Mateo made his dream of 
graduating and attending music school 
come true.

We love our  
MDC students.

MDC was the first 
step I took toward 
my dream.
MATEO SUAREZ
CLASS OF 2020 
Currently studying at Berklee 
College of Music in Boston



We love our 
MDC alumni.

MDC alumni provided comfort and care on 
the front lines. 

MDC alumni in the position to step up, 
did. From nurses, to teachers, to first 
responders, alumni from some of the 
College’s longest-running and most highly 
regarded programs became everyday 
heroes. 

One shining example is Caridad Cuellar, 
who earned her L.P.N., R.N. and B.S.N. 
degrees from MDC’s Benjamín León School 
of Nursing, which has produced more 
than half of Miami-Dade County’s nurses. 
She was a school nurse at a middle school 
when the pandemic forced schools to shut 
down. Cuellar then shifted gears to provide 
telehealth for a health center and shortly 
after contracted COVID-19.

After recovering, Cuellar went back to the 
front lines, collecting test samples and 
implementing safety protocols at schools. 
She now works at an urgent care putting 
everything she learned at MDC into 
practice – placing patients first.

There are so many 
people doing 
amazing work in 
hospitals and other 
settings and I am 
proud to be  
of service.
CARIDAD CUELLAR
An MDC-trained nurse  
on the front lines



2.1M+
proud alumni

96%
of graduates employed 
within one year

36%
of graduates move up two 
or more income quintiles



3,000
devices for remote learning 
distributed

$38,000
in grocery cards provided

15,000
students who earned 
degrees and certificates 
during 2019-2020



With the COVID-19 
crisis, MDC students 
are challenged with 
food insecurity. We 
are working with 
MDC to see that  
this need is met  
and encourage 
anyone who can  
to do the same.
GERALD SPRAYREGEN
Sprayregen Family Foundation

You helped those most in need – one meal, 
one class, one degree at a time.

A month’s rent. A week of groceries. 
Keeping the lights on for one more 
day. These essentials can make all the 
difference for many at MDC, some of  
whom struggle even in the best of times. 

With help from donors like Gerald 
Sprayregen, the MDC Foundation Board 
of Directors and other generous partners, 
we secured 3,000 devices for students 
for remote learning, provided meals 
and grocery gift cards and expanded 
scholarships early on for those impacted 
by COVID-19. The College also launched a 
comprehensive program to help Miami’s 
most vulnerable retrain in high-demand 
fields to rejoin the workforce.

Then, on September 6, the College’s 
60th birthday, this community raised an 
unprecedented $2.7 million during I AM 
MDC Day. We’re devoting every dollar to 
scholarships and emerging needs.

We love our  
MDC donors.



Everybody is 
affected. From 
entry-level to 
supervisors, we are 
serving everyone.

SHELLY FANO
Executive Director of the  
MDC Hospitality Institute

We love our  
MDC community.

You created a sense of belonging across 
our community.

When the COVID-19 pandemic hit South 
Florida amid a backdrop of social tension 
and economic uncertainty, MDC leveraged 
its resources and partnerships to respond.

The new programs and sources of aid 
have become lifelines for vulnerable 
students and workers throughout the 
region. Workforce development to retool 
and retrain in high-demand fields was a 
key focus of MDC Cares, made possible 
with funding from the U.S. Department 
of Education, the Mitchell Wolfson Sr. 
Foundation and MDC Foundation donors. 
In addition, the College expanded 
scholarships as well as support for veterans.

MDC also partnered with local groups 
to host food and mask distributions 
throughout Miami. To help the hard-hit 
hospitality industry, the MDC Hospitality 
Institute connected workers with aid and 
training for a safe return to work.



$1.6M
invested in scholarships and 
stipends to quickly retool 
and retrain via MDC’s Kick 
Start program

$3M
poured into helping 
displaced workers in the 
local hospitality industry 

2,500
participants trained by the 
MDC Hospitality Institute in 
new safety measures



With private support from people  
like you, students build better lives 
for themselves and their families. Your 
support might start with a meal or 
books for one person. But it touches 
every corner of our city, and the 
impact spreads even further. 

Every dollar is helping students cover 
their basic needs and ensuring that 
their education can continue, no 
matter the odds. Your gift keeps the 
doors of opportunity open to all.

Our Impact
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MDC Foundation Balances
As of March 31 (in millions)

Note: Balances are invested in a diversified portfolio comprised of domestic and 
international equities, fixed income instruments and alternative investments. 
These investments are governed by Foundation policies and managed by the 
Foundation Investment Committee.

$8.5M
in Scholarships

$7M
in Program Support



57%
of students are low-income

84%
of students depend on 
financial aid

3X
For every $1 invested, MDC 
students nearly triple their 
lifetime earnings

305-237-3240  

foundation@mdc.edu  

www.mdcfoundation.com 

Creating  
Dreams  
Since 1960
Thank you.
Love, MDC Foundation






